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Property of Industrial Landscape in Pulp and Paper Industrial Cities

Masaaki OKADA

Kindai University, Dept. of Civil and Environmental Engineering

Abstract

Japan is undoubtedly one of the most industrialized nations in the world, and
possesses numbers of industrial cities with unique industrial landscape (technoscape).
Recently, people have discovered new role of industrial landscape as tourists’
attractions, and different kinds of tour programs, such as factory tours or night
technoscape watching tours, have been held by local government or chambers of
commerce. It is not only the futuristic “cool” landscape, but also significant cultural
landscape which reflects natural, or human geographic conditions.

As paper production and consumption has been called “the barometer of cultural
matureness”, their history obviously overlaps with the one of Japan’s economic growth
and cultural change. History of paper production in Japan starts with handmade
“Washi” in 7th century, which has been registered as Unesco Intangible Cultural
Heritage in 2014, and has kept evolving through the time of industrial revolution in
Meiji period and high economic growth after World War II. Modern pulp and paper
industry forms unique industrial landscapes in each inland or coastal city.

This research surveys properties of industrial landscape formed by paper
manufacturing works, transportation of materials and products, water supply
facilities, or hydraulic power stations, that are all peculiar to pulp and paper industry.
In addition, we attempt to manifest local cultures or folklores generated by each cities’
natural and social backgrounds, which have realized development of pulp and paper

industries.
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